From the Land 


ae; 


‘ +> { 
of Sy Glen 


t Chapter 


Green frog at Rock Spring (Fred Fredette photo) 


The Nature Conservancy 
Connecticut Chapter 


| Non Profit Org. 
Science Tower US Postage 
PO Box MMM PAID 


Wesleyan Station Permit No. 8 
Middletown, Connecticut 06457 Middletown. Ct 
Tel. 203-344-0716 


“4 
The Nature Conservancy Connecticu 


FROM THE LAND 
SPRING/1978 


MEMO FROM ROCK SPRING 


The Rock Spring Wildlife Refuge is a relatively new 
Connecticut Nature Conservancy preserve. It came into 
being in 1975 through the extraordinary foresight of David 
O. Shoemaker with an original gift of 8352 acres of land in 

3 pie, scotland. In 1976 he made an additional gift of 85 acres for 
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Susan Cooley, Director of Stewardship a total wildlife refuge of 437 acres. (Part of the preserve is in 
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Published for the members of 
The Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 


The preserve lands are administered by a committee 
drawn from the vicinity, all residents who share a common 
concern for the environment and who have an unusually 
good working relationship with each other. These nine 
people, purists and pragmatists, with different backgrounds 
and experience, meet monthly to oversee the stewardship 
of the land and share the physical tasks as they appear. 

some ongoing problems: The proposed routing of 
Interstate-84 along the northern boundary of our land and 
the omni presence of an existing landfill near the Little River 
which flows through the Refuge, pose potential threats to 
the natural balance of the ecosystem. Committee 
members have attended hearings on |-84 and have met | 
with officials of the D.O.T. to state opposition to its routing. 
Periodic water samplings are being taken to monitor the 
polluting effects of the landfill as part of our continuing 
efforts to preserve the integrity of the Refuge. 

A further concern is the presence of state land on the 
southern boundary of the R.S.W.R. which is open for rec- 
reational purposes, including hunting and fishing. The ex- 
istence of these adjacent lands with divergent and some- 
what contradictory purpose, emphasizes the need for the 
observance of the necessary restrictions on the preserve. 

At present, under discussion, are the best ways to enlist ' 
State cooperation in educating the users of that land to 
accept these necessary distinctions. 

We have been most fortunate in having David Shoe- 
maker show a continuing and active interest in the stew- 
ardship of the Wildlife Refuge. 

We look forward to hosting the Chapter’s 1978 Annual 
Meeting (and 20th Anniversary of the Chapter) and show- 
ing the beauty of the Rock Spring Wildlife Refuge. 


COLOR SLIDE SHOW 
by Rock Spring 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE SEASONS, a color slide presen- 
tation by Fred Fredette, will be shown for the benefit of the 
Rock Spring Wildlife Refuge on May 19th at 8 P.M. in the 
Parish Hill High School, Chaplin, CT. The Rock Spring 
Committee is asking for an entry donation of $2.00 per adult 
and $1.00 per student. Proceeds for the stewardship of the 
Refuge. Refreshments will be served. For more information 
call David Miller, chairman — 423-4394, (evenings). 
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(Members of the Rock Spring Committee are: David Miller, 
chairman; Edward Rufleth, treasurer; Mrs. Bonnet Sorn- 
berger, secretary; Bert Inman, Florence Maschka, John 
Miller, David Shoemaker, Walt Stecko and Clark Stocking.) 
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CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 
AWARDED BY CHAPTER TO 
Magri CCHEL EGLER 


Happy Kitchel Egler, long time member, former chairman 


of the Chapter and former trustee was voted the Connecti- 
cut Chapter Award of Merit by the Board of Trustees on 
March 20. The award was presented by Richard Goodwin. 


The hand illuminated scroll read: 


The Nature Conservancy, Connecticut Chapter, 
presents this Certificate of Merit to 


Happy Kitchel Egler 


iN appreciation of her 
Distinguished leadership of the Connecticut Chapter, 
Extraordinary innovations in the techniques of 
land stewardship, 
And her many contributions 
to the cause of conservation. 


by action of the Board of Trustees 
March 20, 1978 


GIVE A BOOST TO 
A BUDDING ECOLOGIST 


On May Day, Stewardship Director Cooley will choose 
six college students to participate in the Chapter’s Student 
Internship Program (SIP). Each of four interns will survey, 
Map, and prepare a natural resources inventory for one 
preserve. Two students will focus on helping 20 local 
preserve committees prepare management plans for their 
preserve. 

This program has been running successfully for the past 
three summers and promises to continue strong for June, 
July, and August 1978. SIP is financially backed by the 
Chapter, Participating universities, and preserve commit- 
lees. It also gets Support from foundations, corporations, 
and individuals. In the words of one of last summer's in- 
terns, “The rewards of field experience more than satisfied 
My expectations for the summer’s work in SIP.” 

To keep the program going strong, the Chapter is asking 
YOU to sponsor a student intern. Make your check out to 
TNC Connecticut Chapter and earmark it Clearly for “SIP.” 
Following are some guidelines for giving: 

$10 sends a Student to a preserve 
$25 returns him/her home with field notes 
$50 puts that knowledge down on paper 
$100 prints the final report and maps 
$500 completes two master plans for preserve 


management 
$2,200 


travel, materials, completed report, typing, 
Printing, and supervision. 


Covers the entire cost of one Student's salary, 


VOLUNTEERS: 
THE CHAPTER’S BACKBONE 


Volunteers are a special breed, and they seem to thrive 
within the Conservancy family. They offer professional help 
Or provide an extra pair of hands when needed. 

Almost all of our seventy preserves are administered by 
energetic groups of six to a dozen local residents. These 
members of the Preserve Management Committee, or 
Stewardship Committee, fill a vital function in the protection 
of parcels of special natural areas scattered across Con- 
necticut. Members of these committees prepare master 
plans in which they chart the direction that the preserve will 
take. They plan educational programs and scientific re- 
search projects. Equally important, they protect the pre- 
serve from misuse and alert the Chapter office to any 
activities that may threaten the preserve. 

The Chapter has been fortunate in having student volun- 
teers working both in the field and at the office. Tim Williams 
from Essex and now at Williams College, volunteered his 
free time to make field checks on our properties where TNC 
holds conservation easements. He monitored what activi- 
ties, if any, were happening and took photographs to docu- 
ment his written reports. Margaret Hillhouse, from Old 
Lyme and a recent graduate from Colgate College, volun- 
teered three weeks of her time on a special project at the 
Chapter office. She began the time-consuming task of 
compiling information for a Connecticut Chapter Preserve 


' Directory. Each of our preserves will be described, and 


special features of interest noted ona map of the preserve. 
A regional map with directions to the preserve will be 
included, and the regulations for admittance, if any, indi- 
cated. We hope to have this directory completed at the end 
of the summer. 

Mrs. Janet Taylor and Mrs. Prudence Cutler put in along 
day with Alden Taylor and the staff preparing the last issue 
of From the Land for mailing. What generally takes the 
better part of a week was completed in a day and a half 
thanks to this added assistance. 

The Chapter can use all the help its members are willing 
to give. Please let us know if you are interested in lendinga 
hand. 


AMERICAN LAND TRUST CAMPAIGN — AN UNQUALIFIED SUCCESS 


In March of 1976, as plans were being formulated to 
celebrate the nation’s 200th birthday, a group of dedicated 
civic, corporate and conservation leaders gave birth to a 
unique idea that would have far reaching consequences. 
The American Land Trust was formed to provide this coun- 
try with an enduring and beneficial gift of precious natural 
lands. At least one unique area, of national ecological 
significance, was identified in each of the fifty states. The 
group turned to The Nature Conservancy to carry out the 
task of identifying and negotiating for acquisition of these 
areas. In May of 1976, The National Council of State 
Garden Clubs, the world’s largest gardening organization, 
agreed to become partners in the most ambitious private 
conservation project in history. With its long history of 
concern for conservation and general betterment of our 
natural world, the Council and its more than 400,000 
members saw the opportunity to become involved. 

A Connecticut project was identified by the middle of last 
year. Ambler Gorge and Vista, a 59 acre tract adjacent to 
the Conservancy's Devil’s Den Preserve, was selected 
because of its unique natural beauty and because it formed 
a vital piece in the protection puzzle of an entire watershed 
in a rapidly urbanizing part of Connecticut. The terrain of 
the Ambler tract is dramatic in its varied topography, with 
high rock out-cropping and a deep rocky gorge and tum- 
bling stream. In addition, the land is brilliant with pink and 
white mountain laurel in June, and is known to harbour at 
least one bobcat; certainly a rarity in Fairfield County if not 
all of Connecticut. 

The campaign to raise funds for the protection of Ambler 


Gorge and Vista was spearheaded by Edith Meffley of 
Ridgefield, the State Federation's ALT chairman and Helen 
Fisher of New Canaan, the council's regional coordinator 
for ALT. Under their able and dedicated leadership, every 
one of the area's nearly 10,000 garden club members was 


solicited for support of the project. The Conservancy staff 


was also busy traveling throughout the state, showing the 
film “Challenge to a Nation,” to garden clubs and other 
civic organizations. The results were dramatic. 

Contributions toward the purchase of Ambler Gorge and 
Vista began pouring into the Connecticut Chapter office 
from garden clubs and their members throughout the state. 
The $10,000 goal, which at one time had seemed so re- 
mote, began to look more and more attainable. By early 
March of this year, just a few short weeks before the official 
closing of the American Land Trust effort, the goal was 
reached. 

Garden club members throughout Connecticut can be 
proud of their accomplishment. A great feeling of satisfac- 
tion goes with knowing that you have preserved a piece of 
beautiful and significant land for this and future genera- 
tions. There is also an additional satisfaction in knowing 
that individuals can make a difference, in protecting Ameri- 


ca’s most vital natural resources, her unique and threa-- 


tened natural lands. The Nature Conservancy in Connecti- 
cut says ‘Hats Off” and thanks to a great group of clubs 
and individuals. We can look forward to a better world 
because of each and every one of you. 


Evan Griswold 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP — 


A BARGAIN AT ANY PRICE 


We have been informed that life membership in The 
Nature Conservancy will be increased from $500.00 to 
$1,000.00, effective July 1st. 

Now would be an excellent time to consider life member- 
ship for yourself ora family member. Life membership in 
The Nature Conservancy makes an especially meaningful 
gift to a graduating son, daughter or grandchild. In addition, 
this one-time donation (fully tax-deductible) avoids those 
often annoying membership renewal notices. Your contri- 
bution becomes part of an endowment fund whose interest 
helps support the Connecticut Chapter in its effort to pro- 
tect more of Connecticut's dwindling natural heritage. A 
timely donation now will bring a lifetime of satisfaction — 
before the price goes up! 


ROCK SPRING WILDLIFE 
KRUEFUGE HOSTS CHAPTER’S 
18th ANNUAL MEETING 


The twentieth anniversary of the Connecticut Chapter 
(it's the 18th Annual Meeting) will be celebrated in a fine 
Connecticut Red Barn, kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. 
Sornberger of Hampton. The meeting will focus on the 
Rock Spring Wildlife Refuge after a short business session 
to elect trustees and officers of the chapter. 


The Annual Meeting will take place on Saturday, June 
3rd at 11 A.M. in the Sornberger’s barn. Address — Rfd #1, 
Hampton, Connecticut. Tel. #423-1943. In case the guided 
tour is rained out, there will be a slide presentation by Mr. 
Fred Fredette. 


Directions and map are included in this issue of From the 
Land. 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF CONNECTICUT 


Momaugin 1911 


Here is another series of photographs taken at Momau- 
gin, East Haven, on the Connecticut shore. Surprisingly, 
human impact is not reflected in more housing as was 
clearly the case in the Winter issue of From the Land inthe 
first of this series. 

In the 1976 photo the house is gone, vegetation is sparse 
and two year old grafitti is in evidence on the rock. The 
observer also notes that with sea level rising at 6 millime- 
ters per annum, the dark line delineating high tide has, over 
a period of 65 years risen approximately 39 centimeters or 
about 15 inches. The health of the kelp has diminished and 
the additional sedimentation is evident. 

The Nature Conservancy continues‘to set up photosta- 
tions on its preserves which will show similar kinds of 
changes over time. 
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Momaugin 1976 by Welt 
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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
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cordially invites you to its : 
18th Annual Membership Meeting 


Saturday, June 3rd 
11:00 AM. 
at 
ROCK SPRING PRESERVE 
Scotland, Connecticut 
The Board of Trustees and staff of The Nature Conservancy, Connecticut Chapter, invite members and 
their families to help us celebrate 20 years of land preservation. This year, the meeting. will involve less 


talking and more walking over the beautiful and diverse Rock Spring Preserve, incorporating 437 acres of 
protected natural land abundant in plants, wildlife, streams, and geologic features. The meeting will focus on 


the scientific and educational benefits of preserving natural diversity. Bring a lunch! Coffee and tea will be ' 
available. 
AGENDA 
Year in Review — 1977 " 


Chapter Treasurer’s Report 
Election of Trustees and Officers 
Chairman’s Remarks 
A guided walk through the Preserve will follow this short business meeting. 


DIRECTIONS: 
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From Hartford 
I-84 east through Manchester to Bolton Notch. Take Route 6 South through Willimantic to Rte 14 East 
through Scotland and turn left on Rte 97 North traveling about 2 miles. Go past pink house on right. Next 
white house on right is Sornberger. Red barn behind house. Watch for signs. 
From Coastal Areas 
Route 52 (Conn. Turnpike) North to Exit 89. Take Rte 14 West through Westminster to Rte 97 North. 
Go right on Rte 97 North about 2 miles. Go past pink house on right. Next white house on right is 
Sornberger. Red barn behind house. Watch for signs. 
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